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“THE WORLD TODAY” 


= J. G. McDonald’s Monday evening radio talks for this month: 


5—The French Political Puzzle 
12—Japan’s Changing Foreign Policy 
19—The Green International 
26—German-Polish Relations 


January 


= Over WEAF and stations associated with the National Broad- 
: casting Company, 7:15 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 
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WORLD COURT ACTION AC 
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m on the We 
= \ ¥ put oll ior another year? It is now aimost 
Bfive years since the Senate, by a vote of 76 to 17, 
approved American adherence to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, subject to five 
eservations. It is almost two years since the 


Root formula to meet the objections of the Senate 


was incorporated in the Protocol of Accession of 
It is more than a year since 


e Statute of the Court and the protocol for its 
‘vision, thereby signifying its intention to ad- 
Yet, on 
1930, one week after President 

oover had sent these three instruments to the 
®Benate with a request that they be considered 
"as soon as possible after emergency relief and 
Bppropriation legislation has been disposed of,” 
Bhe Foreign Relations Committee voted 10 to 9 to 
™ostpone further consideration until December 


7931. 


This decision was desired by the minority of 


mer recon: ' 1 that 


t the Foreign Relations Committee who were 
mmitted to the Court, but who feared that de- 


mate in the present short session of Congress 


vould force an extra session in the spring. Sen- 
tor Shipstead, of the Farmer-Labor party, an 
pponent of the Court, joined the Republicans in 
mMoting for postponement. All Democrats on the 
oreign Relations Committee opposed delay, to- 
ether with two Republicans—Senator Gillett, 
ho favors adherence, and Senator Borah, who 
bes not. Senator Walsh of Montana, who was 


Mnown to favor prompt action, was absent. 


Friends of the World Court throughout the 
ountry have not accepted this decision as final 
nd have announced their intention to continue 
0 press for prompt action. They point first to 


*“The Permanent Court of International Justice,” 


F. P. A. Informa- 
Service, Vol. V, No. 21, October 8, 1930. 


_ en 


‘ 1] ! mer a ] li 
lic opinion, as represented w scores of organiza- 
tions, is overwhelmingly in favor of adhering to 
the Court on the basis of the Root formula. Fur- 
ther, a recent poll by the American Foundation 
showed that more than two-thirds of the daily 
newspapers in the United States advocate ratifi- 
cation of the World Court protocols, while more 
than two-thirds of the present Senate is com- 
mitted to acceptance of these protocols. 


They point in the second place to the possible 
consequences of delay, ignored by _ so-called 
“friends of the Court” in the Senate. The deci- 
sion of the Foreign Relations Committee does not 
promise a vote in December 1931; it merely 
promises consideration by the Committee itself. 
A report from this body can hardly be expected 
before January 1932. The presidential campaign 
will get under way in 1932, and the General Dis- 
armament Conference, to be held under the 
auspices of the League of Nations, will also meet 

r these 
v\ might 
eVen be postponed for still another year. 

There still remains, however, the possibility of 
a special session of the Senate alone after March 
4, if public opinion succeeds in impressing upon 
the President that the wishes of the majority are 
being ignored by the minority in the Senate. 

WILLIAM T. STONE 


Spain in Revolt 

Spain’s long-smoldering political crisis burst 
into flame once more when the garrison of Jaca, 
near the French border, revolted on December 
12. The 6,000 officers and men stationed there 
were joined by scores of civilians, while in 
Madrid, on December 15, Major Ramén Franco, 
the noted aviator, emerged from hiding to lead 
a revolution under the very eyes of the govern- 
ment. 

Strategically the coup was well planned. In 


case of success, the Jaca rebels would have con- 
trolled a major portion of the French frontier, 
and in disaster they had an unobstructed rear. 
The flare-up came on the heels of serious strikes 
in Valencia, Saragossa, Seville and San Sebastian 
and coincided with a wave of dissatisfaction 
among higher army officers because of certain 
administrative changes. 

The rapidity with which the revolt was sup- 
pressed shows, however, that the Republicans and 
extremists must somehow put an end to both 
the regionalism and factionalism which criss-cross 
Spain’s political and economic life. It was re- 
gionalism which stood in the way of a nation- 
wide general strike in November when the eco- 
nomic life of many cities and towns was at a dead 
‘ionalism explains why large parts 
ramain loyal; it also helps to explain 

inquestioned brilliance and ability, 
such as Fernando de los Rios, Valle Inclan, Or- 
tega y Gasset and Miguel de Unamuno, have not 
been able to pool their efforts in a final successful 
move against the monarchy. Then, too, the Cata- 
lonian separatists must be won unreservedly to 
the Republican cause—a difficult task. That the 
Catalonians—the chronic rebels of Spain—should 
have remained aloof from the events of December 
15 indicates that the Republican leaders were 
agreed upon no definite offers to make to them. 
The Catalonians are primarily concerned with 
their own interests and could not be expected to 
favor a revolutionary plan which would mean a 
concentration of loyal troops in the north. 


Furthermore, while the Guardia civil and the 
Guardia de Seguridad remain loyal, as they did 
during the recent revolt, Republican efforts will 
be seriously handicapped. The Guardia civil have 
been used freely to suppress strikes and it was 
this body which spread the alarm in the Jaca 
uprising. 


Th Republi , must live down the memory 

f in’s first (ffal republic (1873-1874). They 
must find a won al program for Spain in spite 
of the Spanish political temper. Their inability 
to do the latter, as well as the existence of centrif- 
ugal forces in their camp, explains the prompt- 
ness with which their recent efforts were checked ; 
and it explains why, in the words of a political 
commentator of El Sol (Madrid), the country 
“continues to boil like a pot of hot lead.” 


ERNEST GALARZA 
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Mahatma Gandhi—His Own Story, by C. F. Andrews. 
New York, Macmillan, 1930. $2.50. 


The autobiography of Mahatma Gandhi, edited by C. F. 
Andrews. A companion volume to Mahatma Gandhi's 
Ideas. 


Page Two 


CHRISTINA MERRIMAN 


Miss Christina Merriman’s death on December 
23, three years after her resignation from the 
secretaryship of the Foreign Policy Association, 
has caused its members to regret more keenly 
than ever the illness which forced her to leave 
New York early in 1928. It has also brought 
into higher relief the worth of the contribution 
she made to the F. P. A. 


Christina Merriman was a person who cared 
profoundly about political justice, about issues 
of peace and war, and about the elimination of 
those international irritations out of which wars 
grow. Her imagination was fired in 1918 by the 
prospect of working with a small group of pro- 
fessional men and women who were then dis- 
cussing the possibility of aiding ° 
ment of a liberal peace. Acco Tea hy 
up her position as secretary of =~ ‘iates 
—which had been preceded by work in social sta- 
tistics with Col. Leonard P. Ayres—and threw 
herself into the creation of that League of Free 
Nations Association which later became the 
F. P. A. as we know it today. 


For nine years the Association depended 
heavily upon her driving energy and her origi- 
nality. From the outset it caught by a happy 
infection something of the verve and animation 
of her approach to international issues. A num- 
ber of brilliant minds were first attracted to the 
F. P. A. by the keenness of her sense of humor 
and of justice and by the unusual quality of her 
gift of expression, whether in writing or in con- 
versation. As the organization grew, members 
identified her more and more with the doctrine 
that a fair hearing must be given to all parties 
involved in international misunderstandings, for 
she herself had a genius for thrusting within 
the range of other people’s vision considerations 
to which they were normally oblivious. 


During the years when she was } 
her physical and mental energies int 
fabric, Miss Merriman had little opp 


exercise the artistic talents which asserted them. ; 
selves occasionally in private, to the delight of herp 
But after her return fromm 


intimate friends. 
Europe last August she opened a studio in New 
York where, at the time of her death, she was 
engaged in the exquisite portrait photography 
she had long wanted to do. Had she regained her 
health she would undoubtedly have made a sub- 
stantial contribution in this field also; but as it 
is, the distinctive feature of her life work remains 
the initiation of a national movement which will 
always remain deeply in her debt. 
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